Questions for a Family History Archive
The questions below are intended to collect standard information about a person that will be of value for family history for future generations. A person usually can easily answer these questions about himself or herself, but the information can be lost if a family waits until someone else must try to provide the information about a person. The questions are divided into two categories: (a) Public Records and (b) Individual Experiences. The questions will normally be answered by a person in middle age or later.  Updated answers can also be provided later in life. The questions can be answered in writing or in a recorded interview.
For dates, give year and month if month is known. Day of month is optional.
Public Records
1. What is your full name?   (If this is being filled out for someone else, indicate who it is for, who it is by, and the relationship.)  
Response:
2. Date these questions are being answered, or date of latest revisions.    
Response: 

3. What are the names of your parents and the dates (month, year) they were born? If a parent has died, what was the date (month, year) of death?   
Response: 
4. When were you born (day of month is optional), and where were you born (town, state, country if not US)?   (If this is being filled out for someone who has died, what was the date and cause of death, and burial location if known?)     
Response:
5. What are the names and dates (month, year) of birth for any brothers or sisters? If a sibling has died, give the date (month, year) of death. If a person died unexpectedly at an early age, what was the cause of death?    
Response:
6. What schools did you attend? Give the dates (month, year) and/or grade levels for each school, the school name, and the location (city, state). Include graduate school or advanced training. If you graduated from high school or above, give the date (month, year) of graduation.  For college or advanced training, give the type of degree or certificate.     
Response:
7. If you served in the military, what were the branch of service, date (month, year) you began service, date (month, year) you ended service, highest rank, primary locations of service, and primary duties? If you experienced any particularly noteworthy events in the military, please describe them.
Response:
8. If you married, what were the date (month, year) of marriage, the name of your spouse, and the date (month, year) of birth for your spouse for all marriages? If a marriage ended due to death of spouse or divorce, what year did it end and was it due to death or divorce? If death, what was the cause of death?    
Response:
9. For all your children, give the name and date (month, year) of birth. If a child has died, what was the date (month, year) and cause of death?     
Response:
Individual Experiences

10. What are the happiest memories of your childhood?     
Response:
11. If you experienced any traumatic events during childhood, what were those events?     
Response:
12. If you participated in sports or other extracurricular activities at school that were important to you, what were those activities and the year or grade level for your participation?     
Response:
13. If you married, how did you meet your first spouse? Did you have an immediate attraction and recognition of potential marriage, or was this a more gradually developing relationship?     
Response:
14. If you married more than once, how did you meet your most recent spouse? Did you have an immediate attraction and recognition of potential marriage, or was this a more gradually developing relationship?     
Response:
15. What were the main places (town, state, country if not US) you have lived during your adult life, the approximate date you began living at each place, and the approximate date you ended living there? Also give your primary work or activities at each place. If your primary work or activities changed while at one place, give the approximate date when a primary type of work or activity began and the approximate date it ended.   (Periods in school and the military listed earlier can be excluded.)     
Response:
16. If you were an active member or participant of any organizations (such as churches, professional or civic organizations, clubs, choirs, town sports, bowling leagues, etc.) for three years or longer and participation was important to you, what were the organization and the approximate years that your participation began and ended (or indicate that it is currently active)?     
Response:
17. If you have had any long-term hobbies or personal interests, what are they?     
Response:
18. If you have taken any trips or vacations that stand out in your mind, where did you go, when, and who else went?     
Response:
19. If you had any major health problems before age 60, what were they and when (if not too personal)?      

Response:
20. As you look back over your life, what experiences stand out as most memorable and important to you?     
Response:
21. If there is anything else that people in future generations should know about your life, please describe it.     
Response:
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